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The book's week and the lack of Book reading culture in Afghanistan 

With the lack of interest of Afghans in the book and the permanence of reading 

culture in the country, the previous week of May (14-20) was titled "Week of the 

Book". This week, is celebrated and honored around the country by holding 

exhibitions and broadcasting messages about books and reading books. A specific 

week is dedicated by Afghan government to the book. Directorate of the Ministry 

of Information and Culture in its annual report in 2810 published 20 volumes of 

books, among which one volume of the Yearly state publication, three volumes of 

Tafser Sharif and two volumes were translation. Hamidullah Shahrani, head of 

Afghan public libraries, said at a cultural meeting that he has 96 books with 800 

thousand volumes of books, but we regret that all of our visitors have been in one 

of the 12 city centers of Kabul city for a year is not reaching 10 thousand.  

The literature of book, reading book and the current state of the book in 

Afghanistan are among the issues discussed in this analysis. 
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Book position in human civilization 

Since the book on human resources and thoughts reflects the special and creative 

talents of the human community and ultimately reflects the facts and the point of 

decline and past successes of nations in the wider limitlessness of the planet, So 

the special attention is directed to the evolution of the current era values, 

prosperity of the living and taking an example of the weakness of the decline, So 

need to be referred to the most valuable gift which is called book.  

Whenever we want to evaluate the graph of the level of the intellectual and 

cultural products of a nation, we will undoubtedly count upon the nation's books 

and writings. One of the main indicators for measuring human civilizations has 

been the production of books and reading books under its shadow. The advanced 

countries of the world, both in the past and present, have been at the forefront of 

reading. 

According to UNESCO's facts and figures, between 1991 and 2015. Chinese 

citizens study an average of 8 hours per week, and literacy rate are 96.4% in 

China, compared to only 78% in 1990. One of the main reasons for the rapid 

progress of this country is the high reading rate in the country. Japan's 

independence also concurred with the independence of our country (1919), but 

every Japanese citizen read at least 90 minutes per day and reads about 46 or 47 

books a year, a percentage that is not comparable to reading in Afghanistan. 

To put it in nutshell that books and reading books play a significant role in the 

overall development of societies and will not be overstated if the movement and 

awakening of societies owes to those who know the book and use the book to 

direct the community and to give people new hope. 
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Book history in Afghanistan 

If look at contemporary Afghanistan, the book is considered to have gone up in 

the history of Afghanistan, and the Afghan government has drawn contrasts from 

books of friendship and hatred to the pages of history. For example, the history of 

Ahmad Shah Abdali, as much as he was interested in Persian poetry and 

literature, and his children Aisha Dorani and Timur Shah (1773-1797), both poets 

and still giving the responsibilities to Mahmoud al-Husseini to write a book 

(Ahmad Shahi's history) ) Regarding the events of his reign, It shows that the 

Afghan king was interested in the book. 

On the other hand, after the coming of the Barakzai, Amir Dost Mohammad Khan, 

the founder of the family of this regime, did not have enough literacy and was 

forgotten the book and culture in this period. But on the contrary, in the 19th 

century, Amir Sher Ali Khan (1863-1879), Which was influence by the advice of 

Sayyid Jamal al-Din Afghani, introduced the printing press for the first time in 

Afghanistan and before that the books of Afghan writers has been printed in India 

and Bukhara. Which, of course, flourished again during this period. Then, in the 

early 20th century, with the publication of Typography in Kabul, About the 

printing and publishing of books. which, at the time of Amir Habibullah Khan 

(1919-1901), was the book of Siraj al-Tawrikh and Seraj al-Akhbar, one of the 

most influential publications in his period, So all this has been happened in his 

time which shows his attention to books and culture of book reading. But after 

the period of Nader Khan, the repression of books and culture prevailed in the 

country. The book of Seraj al-Tavarikh was banned and many writers were sent to 

jail. 
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In the midst of the rule of the Shah and the Decade of Democracy, a better 

freedom in the field of thought and culture was created and associations and 

cultural collections were established and writers such as Mir Gholam Mohammad 

Gobar, Abdolahi Habibi and Ahmad Ali Kahzad wrote and published their most 

prominent works in this period. 

In the short period of Dawood khan, book and books reading went so far in the 

better side, but with the new rule of khalqi in Saw or (May) in 1870 and the 

imposition of red tape and leftist content, the younger generation deliberately 

avoided reading. 

However, the Mujahideen's regulations made efforts to spread the book and 

promote the culture of reading books, but due to insecurity and war these 

attempts did not get anywhere. 

 

Current book situation in Afghanistan 

The current state of books and reading in the country with specific references to 

scientific developments, the evolution of human society in the field of technology 

and the facilities created in the field of awareness, is not satisfactory.  And 

officials complain about the lack of interest of citizens in the book.  Zubair sarwary 

Administrative Assistant General Library of public, says some students come to 

the library and change the names and titles of those who ask for fee dissertation 

(monograph) writing. "He adds:" In General library in the Kabul about 31,000 

volumes of books are available. During the 2810 only 1,800 students, most of 

whom were fourth-year students of university, visited this hall, and some took 

snapshots of limited pages. 
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According to a report by the Center, As they interviewed with university students 

in the Kabul, showed that among 10 students 7 of them during the three or four 

years of study they only studied their book and chapter of the University which is 

assigned to them. And the rest three of them have studied one or two books 

during the period.  

On the other hand, Members of parliament, politicians and officials of our 

government, except for a limited number, unlike other countries which are 

usually into writing and reading of books, and that is why they failed to publish 

their research in national and international magazines and journals.  Political 

underrepresentation in these areas could be terrible and critical.  Unfortunately, 

universities and professors who is a role model for the rest, even they are limited 

to chapters and to the specific books. They failed to motivate others or to 

motivate their students to get interest in reading of books. So, they should bring 

the reading culture at least to the universities border. 

 

Government Attention to Book 

Since 2001, despite the insecurity and the inclining war in Afghanistan, libraries 

throughout the country have been established, but the central government has 

not given much attention to the category, quantity and quality of books in the 

country.  Zubair has mentioned that from many years, the Library don't have any 

new books in the areas of economics, politics, law, agriculture, physics and 

chemistry, and our books do not meet the needs of our clients, and, with 

repeated requests, unfortunately, the authorities do not hear our voice. 
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On the other hand, Faizullah Mataaj, the head of one publishing house, complains 

about the lack of reading culture in the country, claims that the government only 

provided budget for 25 books per year due to the lack of funds And the lack of 

selling of books in the market. 

Recommendations 

The following points need to be considered for the purpose of accelerating 

culture of book reading in the country: 

 The Ministry of Information and Culture has the responsibility to put books 

and books reading at the forefront of its specialized work, and to give 

serious support to the authors and publishers of the book. 

 Ministry of Information and Culture need to develop strategy and also, they 

have to separate some amount in its annual budget for development of 

public libraries and provide a good number of new books to them.  

 Ministry of Higher Education , Public universities  And private universities 

should encourage youngsters to read and write innovative initiatives in 

order to promote the study culture in university environments. 

 Parents can play an important role in completing their children's study time 

and studying books.  Each house should have a small library with the 

capacity to contain the most important books for the spiritual and 

professional training of family members.  

 Media also have a responsibility to conduct special programs to encourage 

reading and reading books among the young generation of the nation.  
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Level of criminal cases in the period of National Unity Government

Last week, the acting minister of Interior Ministry said in a press conference that 

during the past five years, 51 criminal cases have been recorded each day at the 

country level, which mostly involves robbery, injury and killings. Also, in the 

conference, Gen. Jamshed Rasoli, General Director of Anti-Criminal Crime, said 

that more than 6200 different weapons, more than 60 tons of drug items, 

thousands of liters of alcohols, Around 77200 criminal cases were prevented, and 

nearly 115 thousand individuals arrested About various crimes, despite 92 

thousand criminal cases registered during the last five years, despite the past five 

years of criminal cases, why such case are increasing day by day? What are the 

main reasons? These are the topics that have been discussed in the weekly 

analysis of the center for Strategic & Regional Studies.   
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The level of registered criminal cases during the period of National 
Unity Government  
Since the past five years, the criminal incidents of criminal crime in the country 

are increasing. In the third quarter of the year of 2014, total 15050 criminal cases 

were registered, in the year 2015, the criminal cases increased to 28026; but in 

the year 2016, the number of criminal incidents decreased to 20886 criminal 

cases, and in 2017 the number of the criminal cases reduced very less compare to 

the last year, in 2017; total 20181cases were recorded.  

According to statistical indicators of Central Statistics, 10851 cases have been 

recorded in the year 2018; but it is only the first two quarters of the year 2018, 

and the last two quarters (third and fourth) not included in the reports due to 

non-publishing. (See Table-A) 

If you look at statistics for first two quarter of 2018, it is estimated that the figures 

of the first two quarter were 10851 which is higher than the first two quarters of 

1396; because in the first two quarters of the year 2017, it was about 9980 

criminal cases were registered with national unity government  

Above all the figures, which are presented on criminal cases, are just recorded 

cases and not include unrecorded cases. 
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Table-A: Number of criminal cases in different years 

 

Source: Afghanistan’s Annual Statistics Reports (2814- 2017) and Quarterly Indicators (2018) 

Unregistered criminal cases  

The weakness of the government in remote areas, corruption in judicial 

institutions, No arresting of criminals or their discharges, Relations of criminals 

with politicians in the country, so the true number of criminal cases are higher 

than the above mentioned numbers.

Distrust on police, the criminals not being arrested, politicians hands and mafia 

behind criminals, corruption in judicial institutions And lack of sovereignty in the 

remote areas, in 2016, US Department of Investigation Agency for reconstruction 

of Afghanistan reported, that the Afghan government has only control on 57 

Number Crime type 3Q 2014 2015  2016 2017 2018 

1 Killed 1628 3367 2289 2515 1185 

2 Thief  185 270 342 312 131 

3 Kidnaping  149 380 229 185 79 

4 Robbery  2610 4071 4869 3593 2649 

5 graft 3 44 18 10 4 

6 Escaping of Prisoners 22 389 14 11 6 

7 Trafficking 626 1492 1195 1270 631 

8 Bribe 0 59 44 19 6 

9 Stealing 146 173 121 184 64 

10 Injured 2311 6336 3508 3348 1498 

11 Adultery 317 792 376 405 223 

12 Fraud  95 310 294 272 72 

13 Other crimes 6749 10343 7587 8048 4303 

14 Total 15050 28026 20886 20181 10851 
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percent of the area, it is known that If the Afghan government does not have 

sovereignty in areas where criminal cases are not included in the number of 

registered figures, it appears that true criminal cases are higher than the above 

mentioned numbers

Factors behind increases in criminal cases  

Criminal cases don’t have couple of particular factors, but the factors of each 

criminal case are different from factors of other; however, economically, social, 

judicial, and political factors are mentioned as the reasons for increasing criminal 

crime  

1. Corruption 

Corruption is an important factor in increasing crime rate. According to the 

annual report of International Transparency of the year 2018, Afghanistan 

remained 9th in the list of most corrupted country in the world, and 

according to the survey of the Afghanistan Transparency Watch 

Organization of 2018, the judicial institutions and police in Afghanistan are 

the most involved in corruption. One out of four Afghans only believes that 

there has been some progress in corruption in government agencies. 

According to the survey, over 25 percent of the Afghans have faced 

corruption in the past twelve months. In addition to justice and justice 

organizations, police are also involved in corruption, it provides 

opportunities to criminals, So they will be able to release themselves in 

exchange for bribery, on the other hand, un-professionalism of security 

forces has also led to the fact that they failed to prevent such incidents and 

even in some cases they are committed to criminals  
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2. Illegal armed groups 
Likewise, some national security officials believe that major causes of 

criminal cases are smuggling illegal weapons from neighboring countries, 

which are used in criminal cases. Furthermore, Local armed groups and 

illegal armed groups, which are in relation with government officials, so this 

are having a great role in conducting these crimes. And even some time ago 

the Ministry of Interior affairs has published the list of those who have 

created illegal armed groups, but have not yet taken any action against 

them. 

3. Cultural invasion 
If we compare statistical data of criminal cases in the last couple of years, 

there will be evidence that robbery, murder and adultery in the country are 

increasing day by day. For example, on the 14th (Sawar) of 1398, the Public 

Police in the Abadan Desert of Kunduz province has raped a lady of old age. 

So the reasons behind such activities are the last 18 years of Non-Censor 

media, and cultural invasion by other countries, which are funded by 

different ways, unrealistic serials and non-violent films by Medias and that 

have created moral disorder in our community  

Through these media, our community's religious values are suspended and 

instead of being prompted they promote ethical corruption, while a major 

factor in the reduction of criminal cases can be media where they can 

conduct a public awareness to reduce the number of criminal cases. 
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4. Poverty and unemployment 

Poverty and unemployment are the basic reasons behind of some crimes, 

particularly the robbery, as many researchers have also presented research 

and ideas related to the relationship between crime and unemployment. 

When unemployment increases then earning money legally become 

restricted, where earning money from illegal ways will be increased. 

While the 49.66 percent of the population are eligible to work, 30.7 percent 

are unemployed out of 49.66 percent. Based on the survey of Central 

Statistics, in 1397 the findings are indicates that 54.5 percent of people live 

under the poverty line. Therefore, in many areas some people are involved 

in robberies, abduction, robbery and other criminal incidents. In addition, 

domestic violence is also affected by economic problems in most cases  

 

Recommendations  

How to reduce the crime rate in the country. The following steps are 

necessary: 

 Severe reactions to crime and bad side of crime must be preached 

through media, because living religious beliefs can be a major 

contribution to crime control. 

 Preparing and implementing of effective policies in justice and Judicial 

Institutions. 
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  Strengthen of Anti- criminal agencies and focus on staff rewards 

system.  

 Efforts to reduce level of unemployment and implementing of public 

projects to give a boost to the economic growth of country.  

 Implementation of law on criminals without any distinction. 

 The statistical data of criminals cases must be collected for the last 18 

years and According to these figures, factors of criminal cases should be 

identified and then need to take serious efforts to eliminate those 

factors. 
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