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Preface

In this volume of the CSRS analysis; read about the delay in the declaration of the cabinet, the
dispute with the team of the executive chief, and the President Ashraf Ghani’s trip to Pakistan
and the signed agreements, which is analyzed by the board of the SCRS.

President Ashraf Ghani said at the beginning that the declaration of the cabinet will take 45
days; but even with the completion of the time the cabinet is not declared, and there are
rumors that both the teams have dispute on some key issues. What are the key issues and what
are the existing obstacles of the issues? And what would be the final direction of this condition?

There are also various analysis heard about the trip of President Ashraf Ghani to Islamabad, and
the new relationships of the Afghan unity government with Pakistan. Toward what direction are
the Afghan-Pak relations going, what happened in President Ghani’s trip, and to what extent it
will influence the bilateral relations? These are the questions that will be answered in the
details of this analysis.
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Karzai Still Rules Afghanistan!

After long delay of the result of election, Afghanistan created unity government, which is
legitimate according to the constitution, and it was the result of foreign forces that caused both
the electoral teams to compromise. It included the 50-50 division of power, which was believed
that will end with the cabinet.

President Ashraf Ghani promised in the inauguration ceremony that he will create the new
cabinet within 45 days, the promise that is expire dated but not yet fulfilled.

He also promised that his cabinet will have loyal, truthful, and eligible members, and while the
creation of the new cabinet delayed and took time, the president’s supporters claimed that it
took place to appoint loyal and eligible officials, and the people should not be worried about it,
because it is said that so far so good.

Is Disagreement the reason for delaying the cabinet?

Both the parties were trying to show that the disagreement is worthless, and even vanish it. But
as much the cabinet takes time, that much the concern go up that there is a disagreement
between both the teams. The ten-member delegation that was appointed by both the teams
for appointment of the cabinet members, stopped for the ways of division of power.

The challenge raise from the point, where Dr. Abdullah’s team did not accept the division of
power only within the cabinet and provided a detailed list to the team of Dr. Ashraf Ghani. In
the  list  of  the  governmental  offices  from  ministries,  and  deputy  ministries,  to  embassies  in
various countries, were divided either by key position, or none key position.
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From that point the problem of definition of the key and non-key position emerged. For
example, both the teams believe that the ministry of finance is a key ministry, but according to
Dr. Abdullah’s team, some of the departments of the mentioned ministry are also key
departments.  According  to  Dr.  Abdullah’s  team,  there  are  much  more  key  positions  in  the
government compared to the idea of Dr. Ashraf Ghani’s team. And yet both the teams did not
agree on the definition of key positions.

It is said that because of the foreign forces, the issue is not shared with media and public are
not aware of it.

Dispute over Election Commissions:

Another inheritance of President Karzai’s regime to the new unity government is the issue of
the election commissions. Dr. Abdullah is asking for reforms in the, so those who were involved
in fraud or lack of proper management and caused the crisis in the presidential election should
be dismissed from their positions, so it will not cause similar crisis in parliamentarian election.
And the law of election should be also revised and changed to prevent such crisis. But up to
date, President Ashraf Ghani did not say anything related to this issue. It is in such a condition
that there is only six-month time remaining for the legislative branch and after six months there
will be election held for the new parliament.

On the other hand, the constitution does not allow any type of changes in the election law
during the last year of the working period of the legislative branch, which itself is an obstacle
for bringing such changes.

IF the election is held with the leadership of the commissions by the same people, there is no
doubt that the parliamentary election would be also full of frauds and the presidential ones.
The heads and officials of the current election commissions are also the people of Karzai’s
hands and they are loyal to him, and Karzai is also blamed for the frauds and crisis in the
presidential election because of the appointment of such officials in those commissions.

Wait, but how long?

It was told that the cabinet would be announced prior to the conference of London, but while
the date for the conference of London changed, there were rumors that it was changed for
delaying the declaration of the cabinet of Afghanistan. Therefore, it was expected that the
cabinet would be declared before the conference of London, which was planned on December
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4, 2014, but currently it seems impossible; because it is planned that President Ashraf Ghani
will participate in two other conferences namely the conference of SAARC and the one of NATO
prior to the conference of London. Therefore, it is not possible to declare cabinet prior to the
conference of London.

On the other hand, the conference of London is an opportunity for the unity government of
Afghanistan to attract international community to continue their aids, but President Ashraf
Ghani participates in the conference without even its first step, which is declaration of the
cabinet.

There is no doubt that the international community is still concerned about the dispute
between the two teams, though both the teams compromised with each other.  The
continuation of the ongoing condition may also concern the Afghan Nation. In the condition
that the country is going toward financial crisis, and some analysts believe that in the upcoming
one month the ministry of finance will not be able to pay the salaries of its officials, the
postponement of declaration of the cabinet may cause even more concern and
disappointment.

Another demand of the international community from the newly inaugurated Afghan
Government is to struggle against corruption, in response to the demand of the international`
community, in his first official days reopened the case of Kabul Bank, and it was planned that
the result of the case will be declared up to the conference of London, but it also delayed.
During the trial of the accused personalities of the Kabul Bank issue, the list of the names was
released that some of them were either from Karzai’s family, or his close friends. There is no
doubt, if the case is more open, the list of some new people will also appear, which may cause
more trouble for the current government.

Is Karzai Still in Power?

Currently President Ashraf Ghani is controlling the state with acting ministers and the country
with  acting  governors.  The  ministers  are  the  same  people  that  were  counted  as  symbols  of
corruption during President Karzai’s regime, and the Afghan Nation did not have any pleasant
memory from those ministers and officials. Therefore; one of the promises of President Ghani,
which he gave after the election, was that he will not appoint the officials of the previous
regime; but still, after the two months of the new government, there are the ministers of the
previous government and every Monday they still participate in the cabinet meeting. The
governors’ of Karzai’s era are similarly remaining in their positions.
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If the parliamentarian election is held with the leadership and participation of the current
officials of the election commission, Karzai will have an open hand in the election, because the
officials are appointed by him.

So what has changed? Just President Karzai is replaced by President Ghani, and the structure of
the government is still the same as the regime of Karzai, and the officials of that time are still in
power. In the other words, President Karzai is still ruling the country, and President Ashraf
Ghani and Abdullah Abdullah are busy with the key and none key positions of the government.
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Pakistan; The main element of Afghan Foreign Policy

From the last three visits of President Ashraf Ghani, it is clear that he values the neighbouring
countries and Islamic World in his foreign policy, and he is hopeful to make peace through the
mentioned policy. Though it is not clear that to what extent would be his policy successful, but
his last steps toward the peace is appreciated.

During his trip to Pakistan, President Ashraf Ghani told media, in the airplane, that he was
hopeful that the Kabul-Islamabad bilateral relations will strengthen. He is hopeful for the
strength  of  the  relations,  because,  according  to  him,  earlier  Afghan  Officials  had  trips  to
Pakistan without preparation, but he had prepared for the trip to Islamabad and had designed
an influential plan.

Afghan-Pak relations toward which direction?

As prior to the trip of Pakistan, President Ghani had two more trips to Saudi Arabia and China,
therefore this trip was not only the part of those trips, but also the mirror of the active
diplomacy of Kabul toward peace. The mentioned two countries are important because of their
close strategic relations with Pakistan, and most of the analysts believe that President Ashraf
Ghani want to force Pakistan by those two countries for playing active role in the peace
process.

If this is Ashraf Ghani’s hope, so he may be successful in his policy, to some extent. Because the
high ranking officials of Pakistan promised him that they will truly do their best to prepare the
Taliban for the peace process. But if the aim of the trip was to suppress the Taliban, and
operate against them, it would be never fulfilled; because not only Maulana Fazul Rahman’s
ideas, but also the lately expressed ideas of Sartaj Aziz also concerned Afghans, and they called
it the new way of the two-faced policy of Pakistan.
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The officials of both the countries got a chance of rebuilding their relations by the presidency of
Dr. Ashraf Ghani. Though the last statements of Sartaj Aziz scratched the relations of both the
countries, but still both the countries took their advantages from this chance.

President Ashraf Ghani value good relations and friendship with Pakistan; therefore he invited
the Pakistani President Mamnoon Hussain to his inauguration ceremony. At the second step, he
told the Pakistan National Security and Foreign Affairs Advisor Sartaj Aziz, in Kabul, that they
should stop blaming each other, and he also in his trip to Islamabad said that they should forget
what happened earlier, because the earlier relations may scratch the upcoming relations.

Mutual Opportunities:

Afghanistan and Pakistan have mutual challenges and opportunities in various issues, but
according to the new transit agreement, the shared opportunities include “TAPI” and “CASA
1000”  projects  that  will  connect  Central  Asia  with  Southern  Asia,  are  counted  as  the  shared
opportunities  of  both  the  countries.  These  are  the  projects  that  will  not  only  have  positive
impacts on the two countries, but will also spread its advantages in the region.

Accordingly, the Chambers of Commerce and Industry of both the countries are hopeful that
both the neighbouring countries will tie through economic neighbourhood. On the other hand,
President Ashraf Ghani want to rebuild the relationship of both the countries through “The
Heart of Asia Conference” process, the new Silk Way, and economic centres.

Ashraf Ghani’s Important Decisions Related to Islamabad:

Though the details of President Ashraf Ghani’s decisions in Islamabad are not released in
media; but in the “CASA 1000” project, he decreased the fees of electricity that will pass
through Afghanistan from 2.5 cents to 1.25 cents, which Pakistan will pay to Afghanistan.
Meanwhile, because of the articles of Pakistani diplomats, he cancelled the weapon purchase
agreement of Afghanistan with India.

The agreement of Afghanistan with India, according to which Afghanistan would buy weapons
from India, extremely concerned Pakistan, and to some extent India also took care of the
concern of Pakistan, therefore India did not want to sell its weapons on Afghanistan. But, India
was busy with an agreement based on what India will purchase weapons from Russia for Kabul.
Ashraf Ghani has done all of that for removal of untruthfulness between Afghanistan and
Pakistan and wants both the countries to trust each other.

Some analysts believe that President Ashraf Ghani’s entrance to the Military Game Department
of Pakistan was against the protocol; but, if we analyse his decision, so it will be clarified that
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prior to his entrance, he was thinking and was also aware of that that to what extent the
military and intelligence of Pakistan is involved in the case of Afghanistan. Therefore Ashraf
Ghani decided to see the Pakistani policy makers face to face regarding Afghanistan.

Accordingly Pakistan firstly sent Sartaj Aziz to Afghanistan and invited Ashraf Ghani to
Islamabad. Then sent the General Chief of the Army Raheel Sharif to Kabul, and, according to
reliable resources, he ensured Afghan Government that they will do their best for the peace
process.  After  him,  the  General  Chief  of  ISI  General  Rizwan  Akhtar  also  reached  Kabul  on  his
second day of his official days, though the details of his trip are not yet declared, but it is told
that both the parties spoke about security.

The attempts of Pakistan for gaining reputation:

Since the independence of Pakistan, it had no good name in Afghanistan; but with the Russian
invasion of Afghanistan, Pakistan got the chance to gain the hearts of Afghans. Since that time
the General Chief of the Army of Pakistan thought that they have to gain strategic depth in
Afghanistan against India.

During the civil war of Afghanistan, for every clash Pakistan was blamed, which with the
inauguration  of  the  Taliban  regime  it  reached  its  peak.  Since  2001  to  2008  the  soft  power  of
Pakistan in Afghanistan was decreasing compared to the one of India. Therefore, with the
appointment of Mohammad Sadeq as the ambassador of Pakistan in Kabul, Pakistan tried to
increase its soft power in Afghanistan. Due to the mentioned reason, since 2009 they has been
giving scholarships to Afghan students, and up to date approximately 2000 Afghan students are
busy with their studies in the universities of Pakistan. They also started the below projects in
Afghanistan to regain their lost name in Afghanistan:

· Liaqat Ali Khan Engineering University in Balkh.

· Rahman Baba High School in Kabul.

· The classic literature and language research faculty of Alama Iqbal at Kabul University.

· Sar Saied Science Faculty at the Nangarhar University.

· Nishter Gardey Center in Jalalabad City.

· 400-bed Jenah Hospital in Kabul.

· 200-bed Nayeb Aminullah Khan Hospital in Logar.

· Jalalabad-Torkham Highway1.

1 Muhammad Asif AhmadZai, Pakistan Promises Scholarships for Afghans, Pajhwok afghan news, see online:
<http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2013/11/09/pakistan-promises-scholarships-afghans>
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Security and Defence Relations with Pakistan:

After 2011 the relations of Kabul-Islamabad became so critical. As in 2011, on one hand,
Professor Burhanuddin was assassinated, on the other hand, Afghanistan signed strategic
agreement with India, the untruthfulness between both the countries increased. And the
untruthfulness was clear in the speeches of the Chief of Army Staff of Pakistan Ashfaq Kayani
and Afghan President Hamid Karzai.

President Karzai was pointing to Pakistan that it was supporting the Taliban, and Pakistan was
not only afraid of the increasing soft power of India, but also afraid of the concerned about the
Afghan National Army by India. Pakistan also proposed for the training of the Afghan National
Army that time, but because of the cold relations between Kabul and Islamabad, such proposes
were not being accepted by the Afghan Government. Such condition was so critical for
Pakistan; because, they thought that if Kabul does not have similar deals with Pakistan, so the
future power in Afghanistan will be against the foundations of Pakistan, and it will influence
most of the Afghan Policy Makers.

For the increase of Pakistan’s concern that only India will not train Afghan National Army,
President Ashraf Ghani also proposed Pakistan for training Afghan National Army, though still
there are not details of the training declared either it will be short term training of long term
training.

On the other hand, President Ashraf Ghani in his meeting with the Chief of Pakistani Army Staff,
in the Pakistani Headquarters, said that he want to increase cooperation with Pakistan in the
fields of defence and security. Overall, most of Afghan and Pakistani analysts believe that with
keeping the sovereignty of the country, the removal of Pakistan’s concern will be the success of
President Ashraf Ghani in his foreign policy, about what President Ashraf Ghani has chosen
positive policy toward it, up to date.

Commercial Relations:

As Afghanistan is not connected to sea, so based on the international law2, any country that
does  not  have  border  with  sea  has  the  right  over  other  countries,  especially  on  the
neighbouring countries, to provide it transitional way to sea. Even prior to the independence of
Pakistan, Afghanistan had commercial relations with British India and it was using the border of
Karachi for its commerce with other countries.

2 Convention on Transit Trade of Land-Locked States.
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According to a research, since 1971 to 1990 there were approximately 493 million Pakistani
Rupees’ valued goods exchanged between Afghanistan and Pakistan, which makes 1.6% of the
overall commerce of Pakistan, and 5% of the overall commerce of Afghanistan3.

The commerce between both the countries in 2000 was 170 million dollars, in 2010-2011 it was
2.5 billion dollars. In addition, Afghan transit in 2000 was 161 million dollars and in 2009 it
reached 1.07 billion dollars4.

The financial ministers of both the countries agreed that the bilateral commerce will reach to 5
billion dollars up to 2017. They also signed an agreement related to that that the existing
obstacles of the bilateral commerce will be removed:

· The customs information between both the countries will be shared.
· Both the sides will build a custom in Torkham.
· They will increase the official days of customs to 7 days per week.
· The Afghan goods from Karachi to Peshawar will be transferred by trains.
· The cargo expenses of Afghan and Pakistani goods will be same.
· If Waziristan become peaceful, Afghan goods will be also transferred through Ghulam

Khan Port.
· Both the Afghan and the Pakistani tradespersons will get annual multiple visas.
· The Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Afghanistan and the one of Lahore will get

close relationships very soon5.

The End
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3 Rahim, Tariq (1990). Pakistan-Afghanistan Trade (1971-1990), Area Study Centre (Central Asia), University of
Peshawar.
4 Chaudhry, sajid( July 17, 2010). Pak-Afghan Transit Trade Agreement: Afghanistan says high import duties causing
smuggling. Daily Times.
5 President’s Trip to Pakistan and Significant Outcomes in Improving Trade Transit of Two Countries. See
online:<http://www.acci.org.af/component/content/article/38-news/531-presidents-trip-to-pakistan-and-
significant-outcomes-in-improving-trade-transit-of-two-countries.html>
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